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position of the Catholic Church had been secured by the
Quebec Act of 1774, and any attempt to anglicize-the
province would have been resisted, as making for the
triumph of heresy. But although the division of Canada
and some of its consequences may have been inevitable,
none the less the political situation in both provinces be-
came difficult and wellnigh impossible. The French-
Canadians were without apprenticeship in local self-
government and were for the most part wholly uneducated,
so that they became as was in the hands of their popular
leaders. For many years an eloquent and genial dema-
gogue, Louis Papineau, was the uncrowned king of the
French-Canadian democracy; whilst there were mar-
shalled in reserve on the side of law and order the forces
of the Catholic Church. In the long quarrel between the
English Executive and the French-Canadian Assembly
there were faults on both sides. Not till nearly the close
of the controversy did the French leaders begin to realize
that responsible government would give the solution of
their difficulties; and, in their demand for an elected
Legislative Council, they were opposed by the full strength
of the British minority, who knew enough of the doings of
the French majority in the Assembly to fear their com-
plete dominance in an elected legislature. When Lord
Gosford's Commission found themselves compelled to reject
the proposal which was the sheet-anchor of the French-
Canadian demands, it became clear that some wholly new
solution must be found if neither a policy of coercion nor
• of renunciation was to be adopted.
Meanwhile in Upper Canada causes, in appearance the
same though in their essence altogether different, had
brought about a political situation hardly more satisfactory.
Here the grievance of an irresponsible Executive, confronted
with an Assembly genuinely representative, was aggravated
by the treatment of the clergy reserves question, which
secured for the Church of a small minority of the popula-

